CLAM FISHERY.

Clam canning in Alaska in 1918 wn carried on by seven companies, four
P Tmbary) Maardnd By,

of which, uun Clm Canning Co., Noyes Island Packing Co., Sitka Packing Co, &m
&and the Red Crose Packing Co&::‘\‘vﬁ;i'o located in southeastern Alaska, while the

other three, the Lighthouse Cenning Co., Pioneér Packing Co., and the Pinnscle
Rock Packing Co., were in central Alaska at or near Cordove, where most of t.h-.
clam pack was made. Clam canning in southeastern Alaska, except by the Red
Cross Packing Co., was incidental to salmon canning. In Central Alaska, the
Pioneer Packing Co., and the Pinnacle Rock Packing Co. engaged exclusively in
clam canning, but the Lighthouse Canning Co. entered the salmon-canning busi-~
ness. It is probable that similar action will be taken by the other companies
as they admit that the clam beds are approaching sericus depletion which in

another year or so will have reached a point where profitable digging can not

be  had.
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The Alaska Sea Food Company's mmmmemy: plant near Cape Whitshed was built
primarily a& & clam cannery. Canning Degan smmig in 1917 but the plant #as emr
burned early in the season and was not rebuilt in time to resume operations

‘that year. In 1318 it opened as a salmon cannery.
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A total of 43,575 cases were packed as against 74,515

than in 1917.

cases in 1917. The valus of clam products was $214,504, as compared

with $274,036 in 1917, a decrease of $59,532.
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by-products plant, it being regarded that the hoisting gear on the ﬁpleVelt
would not handle these heavy pieces. The gggr_ sailed from Seattle June 12,
The vessel stopped at Anacortes where two additional pleces were picked wup.

The vessel arrived at 8% Paml Island August 1l.

The Roosevelt sailed fram Seattle July 26 with 286 tons of general
cargo and about 62,000 feet of lumber. The cargo was made up chiefly of
materials for the by-products plant. Passengers were two by-products experts,
two cmtor., and Dr. Charles E. Johnson, who was to relieve Dr. W, T,
k‘lun as physician ’U;t St. George.)ole.d.

[4 The Roosevelt sailed from Seattle October 15 on the final trip of the
season with 340 tone of genmeral supplies for the Pribilofs. T“Passengers

were H, D, Aller for St George Island and Dr. and Mrs. Stromberger and Mr.

and Mrs. George Haley for St.goo-a‘-nhnd. also two persons identified with the
radie station on the latter island.

On acco'unt of the large accumulation of freight at Soattlo) it was re-
/garded as impossible for the Rogpevelt to make complete deliveries bafore

winter, hence arrangements were made for the transportation on the Steamer
Firwood sailing from Seattle the middle of August with 300 tons of salt and
100 mmm tons of general supplies. This cargo was transshipped by the

Roosevelt from Unalaska in conjunction with the transportation of coal pur-

3 chuud .t that place.
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Through the courtesy of the Coast Guard 56 barrels containing 1,978
fur-seal skins were loaded October 6 at Sti’ George Island on the cutter
/

Bear. The vessel landed these skins at Seattle on November 5. This cooperative

action by the Coast Guard was of much bmnt?u it lessened the work falling
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to the &cgong}} later on when heavy gales at the islands interfered greatly
- - wm#{ ;\*&f
with operations, -’-'It was reported that the contimuance of heavyAphi’&

made it possidle to work carge at St. Gecrge Island only three days during

the month of November.



Purchase and Transportation of Supplies. ) (e //
s !
As heretofore, arrangements were made to furnish the islands with qmesen-
md—f“v( ‘x‘
}ﬁ’mppliu and equipment, to peevite-—fer the welfars of the natives and

A

regular employees comprising the Burssu's staff. Schedules were printed
listing most of the items requisitioned by the agents. Every effort was made
to reduce all supplies as much as possible, on account of war conditicns. Bids
were opened at Washington May 28 for general supplies. It was found there had

acourred
occurred s considerable advance 1n price on most of the cmodities nezded.
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Supplies were assemblad at Snttle),\ wreFs mo:t of the sucooum idders wers

locutodAarSOQttlo, hmmmwwm

Arrangements were made with Hibbard Sw’,n-on & Company at Seattle to trans-
port 100 tom of coal from Seattle to the Pribilof Islands on the Balv%"
Tade-ds a,\tuding-ochoonor which has made several voyages t¢ the Siberian mnd
Arctic cossts. The War Trade Board had considered the advisability of refus-
ing a license for stores and bunker supplies but the owners offered to trans-
port to the Pribilofs 100 tons of cargo without cost to the Bursan. Upon
representations of the advantage accruing to the Bureau ,the ¥War Trade Board
granted the necessary license. The Igg_lgﬁ:r left Seattle on April 1 with
100 tons of coal and a few other supplies for the Pribilofs. The vessel
finished discharging at the islands on April 30.

The Roosevelt left Seattle April 27 with & cargo of gpproxim‘toly 319
tons of general freight and t}: ,000 feet of lmbe;” ;i‘a:;i“ngerl were five men

S & PP Ahum wedC
in the employ of Messwes.Funsten Bros. & co.JAund Mr. and Mrs. A. C, Reynolds.

amcchondad u;‘:“'tﬁ'u CAnaD o
!'hrn’\-etor trucks wers traneportsd on-this voyage. Tha men-eent by Messrs.

Arrangements were made with the Buresu of Lighthouses for the transportation

on the lighthouse tender Cedar of certain heavy items of machinery for the



